Managing acute shoulder injuries in the emergency department.
Patients with shoulder injuries commonly present to emergency departments (EDs) and minor injury units and it is vital that they receive the same high standard of care regardless of where they receive it or who delivers it. The author, therefore, developed an algorithm to help standardise diagnosis and management of shoulder injuries. This article describes acute shoulder injuries often seen in EDs and advanced health assessments of these injuries, including specific tests, and uses a case study to illustrate how the algorithm helped diagnose and manage care of a patient with a dislocated shoulder.